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ROBESPIERRE
runs like a ring the cold town of tho classical philosophers, of the bureaucracy, of tho encyclopedia; tho formal provincial streets that reflect in some poor way the spirit 'which the grand steelo had imposed upon tho capital. By an accident that it scorns fantastic to treat symbolically and that yet may be an effect of tho elder Maximilian's judgment and partly a cause of his grandson's career, the house in tho Rue dos Rapporteurs was situated just within the official French quarter, yot in easy touch with the Flemish centre in which tho bishop, the great abbey and the toAvn life of tho provincial nobility exercised their power.
The house1 itself is small, square, unornamontod, bourgeois, white. All built for utility, standing at a corner of two streets, immediate to tho Place du Tlu'atro, close therefore at once to the posting houses of tho Paris road and to the municipal offices, it has continued to fulfil even since tho end of the Robospiorroan connection some such purpose as that for which tho old barrister designed it, being always tenanted by men of good position in the town though dependent upon its eommoroo or administration. It is wonderfully dull. Thoro is no garden, no court, no sign of carving or careful panels; and its whole atmosphere is that of tho immomontoiis past lying behind the family; a tradition of exactitude and probity mixed with a little pride of namo, For all this dulnoss and lack of colour something of thoir claims and legends survived. When Charles Edward,
1 The Place du Thdiltre is right on the road from tho station. Tho Rue de Rapporteurs runs into the little square on its northern dido, and the house of the Robespierres is the long whito houao on tho loft of tho first corner. It must be remembered, by tho way, that all my description of this as a long-inhabited freehold of tho family's in debatable mutter. There is proof in Arras that the Robospierres posseted other hou-soa at various times, but I do not think it so certain that they lived in thorn or that one need necessarily doubt the universal tradition, inn]inline that of the family itself, that the White House was a family freehold of long standing.